
The Posse

02/04/26
The Posse met Sunday, 10:00 AM 2 February 2026 at American Legion Post 911, Wauconda, IL
1. ATTENDEES:  
Bender, Nick


Director, Rolling Thunder, IL Ch 2

Besenhofer, Peter

President, Rescue Riders




Big Toe


Soldier, Iron Vikings MC

Bradbury, Mike

Safety Director, Top Cats - IL
Candido, MJ


President, Furies MC

Catena, Frank

War Dogs

Coop



Intl Liaison, Iron Vikings

Fulton, Bill


VP, Rolling Thunder, IL Ch 2

Gruner, Rich


Northern IL ABATE


Hardy, Terry


President, World of Soul Motorcycle Assn  
Hughes, Sean

American Legion Riders 911

Hunter, Joel


American Legion Riders 911
Katz, Jordan


President, Fat Bastards 

Katz, Vic


Events, Fat Bastards


Kerns,
William

American Legion Riders 911


Lundgren, Mike

Iron Vikings MC

Makarewicz, Ted

President, Rolling Thunder, IL Ch 2

McNaughton, Bob

Director, American Legion Post 1231

Messman, Joe

VP, War Dogs NFP
Joslun, Neil


Activities / Communications, American Legion Riders 911

Parkinson, Robert

President, War Dogs NFP
Rigsby, Gene

President, Top Cats

Roewer, Larry

Director, Woodstock  H.O.G

Rossing, Vicki

President, Chicago Cruisers

Shulte, Mike


Asst Director, Woodstock  H.O.G


Sweeney, John Jr.

Head Road Captain, Windy City HOG

Van Gogh


Scribe, Iron Vikings MC
Yeager, Dennis ”Cleaver”
Beowulf MC, MRF, State Rep
Peat, Michael

Asst Dir, American Legion Riders 911 

2. Administrative Discussions:
A. Thanx to American legion Post 911(Shannon Nichols) who hosted the meeting at their hall, with a great breakfast.  
B. Posse now includes 55 MC organizations and is 25 years old.
C. With new members attending, a brief discussion of the history and purpose of Posse was held and an explanation of how it works including getting club leaders together, web contact list for clubs, meeting minutes. attendees’ lists, leaders roster, Key events calendar, Posse tabs and, that we allow no dealers or marketing to the Posse.
3. Meeting Topics:  

A. Local Motorcycle Information
Dealers. There seems to be a trend to close Harley-Davidson dealerships. There are 1400 HD dealerships worldwide, 622 in US, 19 in IL. As of the end of 2025, there has been 650 HD dealership closures even with a $377 mil gain. Legendary group owns dealerships in GA, OH, and KY and  has purchased Windy City Motorcycle Group that includes:
Woodstock HD



Lake Shore now Windy City HD



IL HD



Starved Rock HD



Wildfire HD now Chicago HD

i. International Motorcycle Show.  Done, finished, no more IMS shows.
ii. Helmet Laws.  There are currently 17 States that require all riders and passengers to wear helmets. 47 States have partial helmet laws such as age requirements, motorcycle training requirements and medical insurance, etc. Three States (Iowa, Illinois, New Hampshire) have no helmet laws. When riding thru different States, check their helmet laws for current requirements.

iii. Motorcycle Trackers.  These devices may prove to be very valuable to you IF your bike is stolen.  They are small and inconspicuous and range from $80.00 upwards toward $500 depending on capability and features.  Typically, they require a satellite subscription and an app. They also come in handy in finding your bike at big rallies. Most insurance companies give a discount in premiums for the installation of a tracker.
iv. Road Hazards.  REMINDER:  A.B.A.T.E Legal Services has established a website for reporting road  hazards. Simply go to www.roadhazard.org and fill out a simple form to report the hazard or call (800) 257-4337.  Remember, we owe it to our fellow riders to alert everyone to any hazard.
v. Escorted Rides. Escorts of motorcycle CHARITY rides are still an issue. At State, County, and local law enforcement agencies, resources are becoming more limited.  Don’t expect escorts of previous rides to continue.  Each ride will be evaluated for approval. One option might be to contact your local LEO Club like Blue Knights and ask for assistance in escorting a charity ride.
4. Guest Speakers:  
i. A.B.A.T.E. Update. Rich Gruner – Northern Illinois  A.B.A.T.E. explained A.B.A.T.E. accomplishments and the status of current issues listed, such as:
a. Waymo incidents and ABATE’s position
b. New proposed helmet legislation
c. Prohibition of Colors issues
 Rich is available to speak to your clubs and, encourage riders to join A.B.A.T.E.
ii. Motorcycle Riders Foundation Update. Dennis “Cleaver” Yeager - The Motorcycle Riders Foundation, started in Washington, DC in 1985, is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and international levels that impact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. They are also committed to educating rights advocates to improve effectiveness at the state and local levels. The MRF works together with State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations (SMROs), assisting them with state and local agendas as well as working with them to influence Washington, DC politicians. Dennis gave an update on such current issues as profiling. See the MRF website for details: https://www.mrf.org/
iii. Accident Scene Management. Our originally scheduled guest speaker cancelled on us the night before our meeting. Fortunately, Pete Besenhofer, Rescue Riders, stepped up and informed everyone of how to schedule a class, costs, the different types of courses, etc.  Interested in an Accident scene Management class for you club or  a combined course with another club?  Contact Pete at limopete11011@yahoo.com, Rescue Riders.

5. 2026 Events:
I. The 2026 key events Calendar will be sent to all clubs for updating their key charity event for 2026. Once that info is gathered, we will post it at www.posse.cc. For clubs that do not respond, we will assume that their event is canceled for 2026 and delete it from the list.

II. Please send all fliers via email to Wayne for distribution to our 270+ members on our email list.
III. We will publish the fliers shortly of the events that we have fliers on already.
IV.  Organizations may add or change event data anytime by contacting Wayne at wkirkpa177@aol.com
V. Attendees were reminded that individual charity events that are not sponsored by a Posse member club will usually not be included on the Posse Events List. 
6. Leaders Update. An updated roster of primary leadership contacts, club meeting dates, locations, times, based on input from attendees was updated at the meeting. The list will be maintained at www.posse.cc.  The Leaders Contact List will be sent out to clubs not in attendance so they may send any changes in their leadership or meeting info, to Wayne at wkirkpa177@aol.com 
 Next Meeting.  The next meeting to be sometime in the Winter of 2026 – 2027 on a cold, blustery, miserable rainy day so as not to interfere with riding.
