


The Posse
01/29/23


The Posse met Sunday, 9:00 AM 29 January 2023 at Moose Lodge 691, Johnsburg, IL.


1. ATTENDEES:  


Peter Beselhofer	limopete11011@yahoo.com	President, Rescue Riders
Greg Biedron	medmanimh@gmail.com	President, Knights on Bikes
Tony Bilbao	thetempdoctor@gmail.com	VP Moose Riders 691
Mike Bradbury	bradbundy@comcast.net	Safety Director, Top Cats-IL
Jim Buol	jboul1@aol.com	Past President, Chicago Cruisers		
MJ Candido	MJC312@gmail.com			President, Furies MC
Mary Cavanaugh	mrylcan@comcast.net			Sec, Am Legion Aux, Post 911 
Jeremy Clark	extremeredneck70@gmail.com	Member, Moose Riders 691
Caroline Foote	cmfoote2@gmail.com			Member, Chicago Cruisers
Ace Fontanez	aceswild1@hotmail.com		Assistant Director, City Limits
[bookmark: _Hlk481667782][bookmark: _Hlk27054976]Mike Gartner 	doc.pglemcil@gmail.com		Road Cpt, Public Guardians LEMC
Nate Grandmason	nategrandmason@gmail.com		President, Moose Riders 691
Rich Gruner	r.gruner@sbcglobal.net			NE Region Coordinator, A.B.A.T.E. IL
Russ Henderick	tocduby@gmail.com			Member, Moose Riders 691
[bookmark: _Hlk95217631]Neil Joslun	joz@successfulendeavor.com		Director, Am Legion Riders Post 911
Vic Katz	vickatz@icloud.com			Member, Better Halves
Shawn Kelly	Not submitted				Safety, Moose Riders 691
Mary Kirkpatrick	mawalters57@gmail.com		Charity Director, Top Cats - IL
Wayne Kirkpatrick	wkirkpa177@aol.com			Posse Coordinator
[bookmark: _Hlk125969011]Robert Kiatta	journeyman5.04@sbcglobal.net	Member, Moose Riders 691
Mark Kuczera	mark.kuczera@gmail.com		National Advocate, Knights on Bikes
Rich Lanute	richlanute@att.net			Past President, Rolling Thunder IL-2
Mike Malicki	redbones59@sbcglobal.net 		Director, City Limits HOG
Sean May	seanmoo73@gmail.com		President, McHenry Moose Riders 691
Mike Mckeown	Custom1984@yahoo.com		President, Chicago Cruisers
Kevin Peterson	petersonkevin@prodigy.net		Head Road Captain, City Limits HOG
Bruce Preston	bpreston2006@comcast.net		Past President, Moose Riders 691
Larry Rower	lroewer@comcast.net			Director, McHenry County HOG
Michael Ryan	mike_alobe2@yahoo.com		VP, Northern IL A.B.A.T.E.
Sue Ryan	bakonsmom@aol.com			Member, Am Legion Riders 703 
Chuck Schumann	socc4schu@sbcglobal.net		Road Captain, ALR 911
John Sweeney Jr.	jr.sweeney@comcast.net		Head Road Captain, Lake Shore HOG


		


2. Administrative Discussions:


A. Thanx to the McHenry Moose Lodge 691, who hosted the meeting at their hall, again, with a great breakfast.  

B. Posse now includes 52 MC organizations and is 22 years old.

C. With new members attending, a brief discussion of the history and purpose of Posse was held and an explanation of how it works including getting club leaders together, web contact list for clubs, meeting minutes. attendees’ lists, leaders roster. Key events calendar, Posse tabs and, that we allow no dealers or marketing to the Posse.

3. Meeting included updates on:  


A. Local Motorcycle Information

i. Dealers. Flat rate service pricing, add-on charges, layoffs and terminations of skilled personnel, coupled with “Supply Chain” problems and high personnel turnover at local dealerships are energizing the after – market repair shops. Typically, these shops are lower priced, quicker repairs and parts acquisition and are staffed by the same personnel that previously worked at local “Big Box” dealerships.  Three examples are: 
a. Knight Performance. Harvard, IL, Erik Knight, (407) 929-3424
b. W.A.R. Performance. 120 W Grant Hwy, Marengo IL, Mike Witt, (866) 927-7373
c. TAK MC, 28841 N. Darrell Rd, McHenry, IL, Tim Harwood, (708) 525-6315

ii. Riding in 2023. With the passage of the Infrastructure Bill we are seeing more highway and bridge construction and associated detours and delays. Groups must be careful when planning rides to consider an increase in road construction, bridge repair, etc.  Check the State highway (IDOT) websites for current road conditions and construction.

iii. COVID.  While it appears on the decline, we’re still seeing mask and distancing requirements throughout our riding area.  Ride planners need to verify any COVID restrictions at hotels, restaurants, etc, that your group plans on staying at.  Also, road captains should make COVID restrictions a topic during their safety briefing.

iv. International Motorcycle Show.  Announcements were made the annual, nationwide series of shows put on as the International Motorcycle Show has been canceled, period!

v. National Motorcycle Museum. Sad to hear the announcement that the National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa, IA is closing permanently, in September 2023.

vi. Gas Prices.  Arrrgh!  They seldom come down due to taxes.  Illinois gas tax is now 42.4 cents / gallon. It will increase to 44.3 cents / gallon on 1 July.

vii. New IL State Laws. There doesn’t appear to be any major changes to State motorcycle laws for 2023 like helmet laws.  However, check each State before you ride in it.  Some of our recent changes in laws include:  
a. HB 5078. Gold Star license plates now available for; widows, widower, parent, child, stepchild, adopted child, brother, half-brother, sister, half-sister.
b. SB 3609. The registration fee for cars and small trucks, other than motorcycles, shall be reduced by $25 if the vehicle is manufactured in IL.
c. HB 5304. The registration fee paid by any vehicle owner who is eligible under the Senior Citizens and Persons with Disabilities Property Tax Relief Act or who is the spouse shall be $10 instead of $24.
d. SB 1411. Veterans’ NOK are eligible for one free death certificate.
e. SB 3459. The NOK of an IL resident who dies on State active duty will be entitled to a free Illinois State Flag.
f. HB 5439. Provides that a person may not cause the movement of traffic to slow or stop for the purpose of street racing or a street sideshow.

viii. Escorted Rides. The local motorcycle community was recently approached by the Illinois State Police to better coordinate requests for ISP escorts of charity rides. Currently ISP does not have the staffing to support every club’s charity rides, every weekend. Some of the ISP issues include; short – notice requests, insufficient route information, poor turnout of participants at a charity ride (4 or 5 bikes) and failure to notify of cancelled rides. District 15 of the ISP has asked that:
a. Clubs request escorts two weeks in advance with detailed route info.
b. Start the rides from local motorcycle dealerships not bars or places that serve alcohol.
c. Try to consolidate club charity rides where possible.
d. Consider rural route versus urban routes to reduce the number of intersections, traffic control devices, and stop signs requiring blockers. 
e. ISP will brief blockers and participate in the ride safety briefing.

ix. Posse Escort Recommendations. After discussing the escort issue, it appeared that consideration should also be given to things like:
a. Before asking for an ISP escort, consider the route, the number of riders and the length of the ride to determine if you really need an escort.
b. Based on your route and the jurisdictions you pass through, ask the local county sheriffs department for an escort. They are, typically, more than happy to help.
c. Don’t forget to also coordinate with local village, township, city police for support.
d. Make sure that you have a Certificate of Insurance for your event so you are covered for liability.
e. Remember, if you start at a place that serves alcohol, or you have stops along your route, you may be incurring liability and endangering the safety of your riders.


B. Guest Speakers:  

i. [bookmark: _Hlk95137317]A.B.A.T.E. Update. Rich Gruner – NE Coordinator, A.B.A.T.E. explained A.B.A.T.E.’s position on such Bills and issues as:
a. State Off-Road parks
b. Federal directive to stop motorcycle profiling
c. Helmet and protective equipment laws
d. E15 / E85 fuel complications with motorcycles
e. Danger of autonomous vehicles to motorcycles
f.  Electric vehicles must include motorcycles
g. Distracted driving and higher fines
	h. Lane splitting vs. Lane filtering
Rich is available to speak to your clubs and, encourage riders to join A.B.A.T.E. For details on the above issues, join A.B.A.T.E. and read about the current status of each issue.
ii. Group Riding and Safety Seminar. Mike Bradbury – Top Cats explained the Group Riding and Safety Seminar (GRASS) content and schedule for 2023 and invited all clubs to attend. 

4. 2023 Events:

A. 2023 key events were reviewed by group.  Each organization in attendance updated their charity date(s) and major events for 2023 so other organizations can support their ride and not schedule a conflicting charity ride. This list will be updated and on the Posse site (www.posse.cc) as soon as possible.

B.  Organizations may add or change event data anytime by contacting Wayne at wkirkpa177@aol.com

C. Attendees were reminded that individual charity events that are not sponsored by a Posse member club will not be included on the Posse Events List. 

[bookmark: _Hlk501376447]5. Leaders Update. An updated roster of primary leadership contacts, club meeting dates, locations, times, based on input from attendees is maintained at www.posse.cc.  Clubs not in attendance need to send any changes in their leadership our meeting info, to Wayne at wkirkpa177@aol.com 

6. Next Meeting.  The next meeting to be sometime in the Fall of 2023 on a cold, blustery, rainy day so as not to interfere with riding.
